
Substitution 
Words cards 1-10

Syllables cards 11-20
Initial Phonemes cards 21-40
Final Phonemes cards-41-60

Medial Phonemes cards 61-80

Substituting Words
Teacher says the word.  Students repeat the word.  
Teacher says, “Change /*/ to /*/ and the word is?”

Ex.  T:  Sunday    S:  Sunday     T:  Change /day/ to 
/set/ and the word is?     S:  sunset

Teacher holds 2 closed fists, touching at the 
thumbs, out in front to show the whole word.  Right 
hand is the first word, left hand is the second word.  
Shake the fist that represents the word to be 
substituted, and lightly pounds fists together 
saying the new word.

Substituting Syllables
Teacher says the word.  Students repeat the word.  
Teacher says, “Change /*/ to /*/ and the word is?”

Ex.  T:  bugle     S:  bugle     T:  Change /bu/ to /ea/  
and the word is?     S:  eagle

Teacher holds 2 closed fists, touching at the 
thumbs, out in front to show the whole word.  Right 
hand is the first syllable, left hand is the second 
word.  Shake the fist that represents the syllable to 
be substituted, and lightly pound fists together 
saying the new word.

Substituting Phonemes
Teacher says the word.  Students repeat the word.  
Teacher says, “Change /*/ to /*/ and the word is?”

Ex.  T:  mop     S:  mop     T:  Change /m to /h/  and the 
word is?     S:  hop

Teacher holds 2 closed fists, touching at the thumbs, 
out in front to show the whole word.  Right hand is 
the first sound, left hand is the rime.  Shake the fist 
that represents the sound to be substituted, and 
lightly pound fists together saying the new word.



1
Word Change to Response
sunset /rise/ sunrise
sunrise /light/ sunlight
sunlight /shine/ sunshine
sunshine /flower/ sunflower
sunflower /burn/ sunburn
sunburn /shade/ sunshade
sunshade /day/ Sunday
Sunday /set/ sunset

2
Word Change to Response
goldfish /star/ starfish
starfish /shell/ shellfish
shellfish /sun/ sunfish
sunfish /jelly/ jellyfish
jellyfish /cat/ catfish
catfish /blow/ blowfish
blowfish /clown/ clownfish
clownfish /gold/ goldfish

3
Word Change to Response
softball /volley/ volleyball
Friday /birth/ birthday
lifeboat /sail/ sailboat
cupcake /pan/ pancake
ponytail /pig/ pigtail
treehouse /light/ lighthouse
runway /drive/ driveway
toenails /finger/ fingernails

4
Word Change to Response
toothpick /brush/ toothbrush
handstand /shake/ handshake
daytime /dream/ daydream
woodshed /chuck/ woodchuck
doorknob /bell/ doorbell
waterfall /melon/ watermelon
headband /phones/ headphones
nightgown /time/ nightime



5
Word Change to Response
backyard /pack/ backpack
cowboy /girl/ cowgirl
snowfall /ball/ snowball
rainbow /coat/ raincoat
football /eye/ eyeball
playmate /class/ classmate
textbook /note/ notebook
sandpaper /news/ newspaper

6
Word Change to Response
airplane /port/ airport
blueberry /bird/ bluebird
everyday /body/ everybody
handbook /shake/ handshake
seashore /weed/ seaweed
bookmark /case/ bookcase
eyelid /brow/ eyebrow
headline /phone/ headphone
snowball /storm/ snowstorm
fireman /place/ fireplace

7
Word Change to Response
homeroom /work/ homework
someone /body/ somebody
fireworks /fly/ firefly
sunglasses /light/ sunlight
hairstyle /cut/ haircut
playroom /house/ playhouse
bedtime /room/ bedroom
raincoat /drop/ raindrop
birthstone /day/ birthday
lifeboat /saver/ lifesaver

8
Word change to response
sandstorm /box/ sandbox
blackboard /bird/ blackbird
newsletter /paper/ newspaper
workbook /out/ workout
snowsuit /flake/ snowflake
indoors /side/ inside
hairstyle /brush/ hairbrush
doorway /knob/ doorknob
airline /plane/ airplane
somewhere /time/ sometime



9
Word Change to Response
toothache /head/ headache
wildflower /sun/ sunflower
birthday /every/ everyday
flashlight /stop/ stoplight
football /soft/ softball
bookcase /suit/ suitcase
paperback /horse/ horseback
dragonfly /butter/ butterfly
rainstorm /snow/ snowstorm
countdown /touch/ touchdown

10
Word Change to Response
bathroom /class/ classroom
blackboard /card/ cardboard
doorway /high/ highway
roadside /out/ outside
cookbook /note/ notebook
bedtime /summer/ summertime
waterfall /rain/ rainfall
sailboat /row/ rowboat
schoolwork /home/ homework
farmyard /barn/ barnyard

11
Word Change to Response
bravest /small/ smallest
smallest /loud/ loudest
loudest /tall/ tallest
tallest /large/ largest
largest /bright/ brightest
brightest /low/ lowest
lowest /high/ highest
highest /fast/ fastest
fastest /old/ oldest
oldest /kind/ kindest

12
Word change to response
brushing /drop/ dropping
dropping /clap/ clapping
clapping /box/ boxing
boxing /catch/ catching
catching /clean/ cleaning
cleaning /float/ floating
floating /reach/ reaching
reaching /watch/ watching
watching /speak/ speaking
speaking /help/ helping



13
Word Change to Response
deeper /cold/ colder
colder /dark/ darker
darker /long/ longer
longer /quick/ quicker
quicker /big/ bigger
bigger /warm/ warmer
warmer /few/ fewer
fewer /low/ lower
lower /hot/ hotter
hotter /short/ shorter

14
Word Change to Response
turkey /mun/ monkey
winter /en/ enter
fiction /stā/ station
robin /cab/ cabin
prevent /in/ invent
grumble /mar/ marble
garbage /lug/ luggage
vowel /cam/ camel
order /bor/ border
sharpen /hap/ happen

15
Word Change to Response
fiddle /need/ needle
number /mem/ member
monster /ham/ hamster
joyful /play/ playful
spoken /bro/ broken
picture /frac/ fracture
gravy /nā/ navy
rattle /cat/ cattle
finger /ring/ ringer
comet /plan/ planet

16
Word change to response
slowest /fast/ fastest
pickle /trick/ trickle
hammer /drum/ drummer
kitten /mit/ mitten
limit /hab/ habit
power /show/ shower
drastic /plas/ plastic
happy /slop/ sloppy
saddle /can/ candle
later /let/ letter



17
Word Change to Response
stopping /shop/ shopping
biggest /larg/ largest
swivel /tra/ travel
dragon /wag/ wagon
lizard /wiz/ wizard
filthy /weal/ wealthy
rocker /crack/ cracker
bugle /ea/ eagle
quarrel /squir/ squirrel
hamper /zip/ zipper

18
Word Change to Response
recite /ex/ excite
spoonful /bash/ bashful
careful /help/ helpful
painter /sweat/ sweater
public /gar/ garlic
unsent /ab/ absent
shoulder /bol/ bolder
plastic /dra/ drastic
nifty /thrif/ thrifty
exit /viz/ visit

19
Word Change to Response
recount /dis/ discount
wooden /gard/ garden
retest /con/ contest
submit /ad/ admit
swimmer /drum/ drummer
thunder /blun/ blunder
basket /blan/ blanket
wonder /thun/ thunder
planet /com/ comet
purple /sim/ simple

20
Word change to response
fastest /nice/ nicest
bobbin /rob/ robin
puppet /car/ carpet
chicken /thick/ thicken
honey /mun/ money
punish /van/ vanish
quarter /short/ shorter
medal /ped/ pedal
goggle /gig/ giggle
winter /cen/ center



21
Word Change to Response
bell /f/ fell
fell /d/ dell
dell /w/ well
well /t/ tell
tell /s/ sell
lock /d/ dock
dock /n/ knock
knock /s/ sock
sock /r/ rock
rock /l/ lock

22
Word Change to Response
cat /b/ bat
bat /h/ hat
hat /s/ sat
sat /p/ pat
pat /r/ rat
bug /h/ hug
hug /r/ rug
rug /m/ mug
mug /d/ dug
dug /j/ jug

23
Word Change to Response
big /p/ pig
pig /d/ dig
dig /f/ fig
fig /w/ wig
wig /j/ jig
den /t/ ten
ten /p/ pen
pen /w/ when
when /m/ men
men /h/ hen

24
Word Change to Response
pan /m/ man
met /b/ bet
tip /s/ sip
pop /h/ hop
ran /f/ fan
get /w/ wet
sick /p/ pick
hot /n/ not
mud /b/ bud
nut /k/ cut



25
Word Change to Response
jam /h/ ham
sell /t/ tell
bit /f/ fit
knob /k/ cob
hat /m/ mat
wed /b/ bed
fix /m/ mix
cop /p/ pop
rug /j/ jug
Cub /r/ rub

26
Word Change to Response
take /b/ bake
June /t/ tune
mail /s/ sail
boat /k/ coat
lake /w/ wake
feel /p/ peel
race /f/ face
seat /m/ meat
fine /n/ nine
road /t/ toad

27
Word Change to Response
came /t/ tame
tire /f/ fire
fade /m/ made
woke /p/ poke
face /l/ lace
bite /k/ kite
cube /t/ tube
gave /s/ save
mane /k/ cane
wheat /h/ heat

28
Word Change to Response
poke /w/ woke
name /f/ fame
beak /l/ leak
tape /k/ cape
base /v/ vase
mice /n/ nice
coat /g/ goat
make /t/ take
hope /r/ rope
rose /h/ hose



29
Word Change to Response
rude /d/ dude
heat /s/ seat
lace /p/ pace
rate /l/ late
hope /r/ rope
five /d/ dive
sole /p/ pole
side /r/ ride
like /b/ bike
bite /k/ kite

30
Word Change to Response
poke /j/ joke
gate /d/ date
mule /r/ rule
peek /w/ week
same /n/ name
tile /m/ mile
line /v/ vine
tale /s/ sale
read /f/ feed
doze /n/ nose

31
Word Change to Response
dab /k/ cab
cab /g/ gab
gab /j/ jab
jab /l/ lab
lab /t/ tab
pad /d/ dad
dad /b/ bad
bad /h/ had
had /m/ mad
mad /s/ sad

32
Word Change to Response
lag /b/ bag
bag /r/ rag
rag /s/ sag
sag /t/ tag
tag /w/ wag
tam /r/ ram
ram /h/ ham
ham /j/ jam
jam /S/ Sam
Sam /P/ Pam



33
Word Change to Response
van /f/ fan
fan /m/ man
man /k/ can
can /p/ pan
pan /r/ ran
zap /k/ cap
cap /m/ map
map /n/ nap
nap /t/ tap
tap /l/ lap

34
Word Change to Response
bat /k/ cat
cat /f/ fat
fat /h/ hat
hat /r/ rat
rat /s/ sat
lack /s/ sack
sack /b/ back
back /r/ rack
rack /p/ pack
pack /t/ tack

35
Word Change to Response
mast /k/ cast
cast /l/ last
last /f/ fast
fast /p/ past
past /m/ mast
land /b/ band
band /s/ sand
sand /h/ hand
hand /l/ land
land /t/ tanned

36
Word Change to Response
bin /f/ fin
fin /ch/ chin
chin /p/ pin
pin /t/ tin
tin /w/ win
drip /l/ lip
lip /h/ hip
hip /sh/ ship
ship /s/ sip
sip /t/ tip



37
Word Change to Response
sit /b/ bit
bit /f/ fit
fit /k/ kit
kit /p/ pit
pit /h/ hit
big /d/ dig
dig /j/ jig
jig /p/ pig
pig /r/ rig
rig /w/ wig

38
Word Change to Response
slid /d/ did
did /h/ hid
hid /k/ kid
kid /l/ lid
lid /r/ rid
tick /k/ kick
kick /ch/ chick
chick /p/ pick
pick /s/ sick
sick /w/ wick

39
Word Change to Response
bill /f/ fill
fill /g/ gill
gill /h/ hill
hill /p/ pill
pill /w/ will
mink /l/ link
link /p/ pink
pink /r/ rink
rink /s/ sink
sink /w/ wink

40
Word Change to Response
wrist /l/ list
list /m/ mist
mist /f/ fist
fist /j/ gist
gist /r/ wrist
lid /h/ hid
pit /s/ sit
jig /p/ pig
tin /w/ win
kick /l/ lick



41
Word Change to Response
bite /k/ bike
goat /l/ goal
lake /t/ late
save /m/ same
beak /n/ bean
side /z/ size
loan /d/ load
kneel /t/ neat
pike /p/ pipe
bird /n/ burn

42
Word Change to Response
seat /d/ seed
pain /l/ pail
beep /m/ beam
like /v/ live
keys (/z/) /p/ keep
meet /n/ mean
wave /k/ wake
form /t/ fort
hike /d/ hide
nerve /s/ nurse

43
Word Change to Response
line /m/ lime
meek /t/ meet
pine /l/ pile
need /s/ niece
seen /k/ seek
mile /n/ mine
bail /s/ base
date /z/ daze
feel /t/ feet
corn /d/ cord

44
Word Change to Response
bone /l/ bowl
seal /m/ seem
pace /v/ pave
goal /z/ goes
laid /n/ lane
herd /t/ hurt
lice /d/ lied
own /k/ oak
sheet /p/ sheep
park /t/ part



45
Word Change to Response
might /s/ mice
whale /d/ wade
bait /k/ bake
feed /l/ feel
seize /t/ seat
fork /m/ form
height /v/ hive
place /n/ plane
heal /t/ heat
train /l/ trail

46
Word Change to Response
bark /n/ barn
fork /t/ fort
chart /m/ charm
part /k/ park
ride /z/ rise
curve /l/ curl
deep /d/ deed
pork /ch/ porch
shark /p/ sharp
mark /sh/ marsh

47
Word Change to Response
curb /v/ curve
whirl /d/ word
hurl /t/ hurt
leave /s/ lease
yard /n/ yarn
card /p/ carp
wide /z/ wise
hide /v/ hive
peak /s/ peace
dōve /m/ dome

48
Word Change to Response
harm /p/ harp
verb /s/ verse
corn /t/ court
birth /n/ burn
chart /j/ charge
mark /t/ mart
tile /p/ type
gave /z/ gaze
creek /m/ cream
nice (/s/) /f/ knife



49
Word Change to Response
write /z/ rise
cart /d/ card
barge /k/ bark
print /s/ prince
hark /t/ heart
nerve /s/ nurse
teen /m/ team
dice /v/ dive
home /l/ hole
pose (/z/) /k/ poke

50
Word Change to Response
theme /f/ thief
hard /m/ harm
fight /v/ five
wreath /ch/ reach
cream /s/ crease
neat /d/ need
plead /z/ please
stork /ē/ story
lawn /g/ log
grove /s/ gross

51
Word Change to Response
sweet /p/ sweep
height /d/ hide
clap /s/ class
toad /st/ toast
grade /p/ grape
plug /m/ plum
grease /n/ green
sun /ch/ such
work /th/ worth
moon /s/ moose

52
Word Change to Response
luck /v/ love
red /st/ rest
bark /n/ barn
wrote /d/ road
mad /sk/ mask
rise /s/ rice
snake /l/ snail
bird /th/ birth
cone /ch/ coach
booth /t/ boot



53
Word Change to Response
pack /st/ past
spade /s/ space
prime /z/ prize
duck /st/ dust
stove /n/ stone
swish /m/ swim
plane /t/ plate
teen /th/ teeth
flap /sh/ flash
rich /sk/ risk

54
Word Change to Response
speak /d/ speed
crab /sh/ crash
trail /n/ train
scoop /l/ school
brain /d/ braid
glum /v/ glove
team /ch/ teach
boat /th/ both
fish /st/ fist
map /th/ math

55
Word Change to Response
skate /l/ scale
spine /s/ spice
light /k/ like
cloud /n/ clown
burn /d/ bird
trash /p/ trap
crumb /sh/ crush
beach /st/ beast
groan /th/ growth
drip /l/ drill

56
Word Change to Response
stop /k/ stock
deep /l/ deal
moat /st/ most
read /ch/ reach
green /t/ greet
mug /ch/ much
stage (/j/) /n/ stain
snap /ck/ snack
street /m/ stream
third /st/ thirst



57
Word Change to Response
stake /t/ state
grip /n/ grin
stem /p/ step
twine /s/ twice
road /st/ roast
coin /l/ coil
stun /ck/ stuck
frog /st/ frost
cork /n/ corn
burn /st/ burst

58
Word Change to Response
flown /t/ float
mouth /s/ mouse
slight /m/ slime
white /l/ while
break /n/ brain
seem /s/ cease
math /sk/ mask
rim /st/ wrist
sleek /p/ sleep
still /ck/ stick

59
Word Change to Response
clap /sp/ clasp
grown /v/ grove
swine /p/ swipe
stripe /k/ strike
brown /z/ browse
team /ch/ teach
log /st/ lost
void /s/ voice
throat /n/ throne
price (/s/) /d/ pride

60
Word Change to Response
can /st/ cast
snoop /z/ snooze
peel /s/ peace
done /sk/ dusk
brave /k/ brake
fork /s/ force
twin /g/ twig
steep /m/ steam
plead /z/ please
graze /t/ great



61
Word Change to Response
cap /ā/ cape
sit /ī/ sight
fell /ē/ feel
glob /ō/ globe
hid /ī/ hide
dim /ī/ dime
cub /ū/ cube
man /ā/ mane
bet /ē/ beet
cut /ū/ cute

62
Word Change to Response
fate /a/ fat
Pete /e/ pet
ride /i/ rid
robe /o/ rob
fuse /u/ fuzz
same /a/ Sam
heed /e/ head
pine /i/ pin
mope /o/ mop
mute /u/ mutt

63
Word Change to Response
seat /e/ set
ripe /i/ rip
coat /o/ cot
Brad /ā/ braid
kit /ī/ kite
met /ē/ meet
pain /a/ pan
dune /u/ done
got /ō/ goat
rid /ī/ ride

64
Word Change to Response
cane /a/ can
sweat /ē/ sweet
Tim /ī/ time
pope /o/ pop
tub /ū/ tube
rod /ō/ road
mad /ā/ made
mile /i/ mill
feel /e/ fell
duke /u/ duck



65
Word Change to Response
grad /ā/ grade
quite /i/ quit
steam /e/ stem
slop /ō/ slope
plume /u/ plum
seed /e/ said
globe /o/ glob
slid /ī/ slide
bread /ē/ breed
plane /a/ plan

66
Word Change to Response
bit /a/ bat
not /e/ net
hop /i/ hip
get /o/ got
bass /u/ bus
cope /ā/ cape
ride /ē/ read
seed /ī/ side
beet /ō/ boat
kite /ū/ cute

67
Word Change to Response
at /ē/ eat
give /ā/ gave
file /ē/ feel
net /ō/ note
tuck /ā/ take
pan /ī/ pine
ease /ū/ use
dime /ō/ dome
robe /i/ rib
cut /ō/ coat

68
Word Change to Response
laugh /ī/ life
drop /ā/ drape
crash /u/ crush
mute /ē/ meet
pile /ō/ pole
spell /i/ spill
shade /e/ shed
home /a/ ham
wide /ē/ weed
flake /o/ flock



69
Word Change to Response
fill /e/ fell
show /ī/ shy
those /ē/ these
cat /u/ cut
buck /a/ back
freeze /ō/ froze
slack /i/ slick
chip /o/ chop
cone /ā/ cane
mile /ū/ mule

70
Word Change to Response
bread /ī/ bride
snack /ē/ sneak
me /ā/ may
flight /ō/ float
creek /ō/ croak
slab /o/ slob
trip /a/ trap
crab /i/ crib
Brad /e/ bread
cream /u/ crumb

71
Word Change to Response
rate /ī/ right
slope /i/ slip
cute /u/ cut
dark /e/ deck
bell /ō/ bowl
rest /i/ wrist
note /o/ not
plane /a/ plan
mean /e/ men
lease /ā/ lace

72
Word Change to Response
fan /er/ fern
make /ar/ mark
stuck /or/ stork
nice /ur/ nurse
head /er/ heard
bun /ur/ burn
fee /air/ fair
seat /or/ sort
bike /ar/ bark
touch /or/ torch



73
Word Change to Response
sat /ī/ sight
smile /e/ smell
week /ō/ woke
stick /u/ stuck
tried /ā/ trade
shone /i/ shin
froze /ē/ freeze
trace /oo/ truce
while /ā/ whale
step /o/ stop

74
Word Change to Response
stay /ar/ star
dim /or/ dorm
ten /ur/ turn
save /er/ serve
spoke /ar/ spark
peach /or/ porch
goal /ir/ girl
wide /er/ word
shut /or/ short
had /ar/ hard

75
Word Change to Response
bean /ō/ bone
mail /ē/ meal
seal /ā/ sail
lock /u/ luck
mice /oo/ moose
road /ē/ read
stack /i/ stick
leaf /a/ laugh
croak /ē/ creek
lean /ā/ lane

76
Word Change to Response
find /ou/ found
boil /ō/ bowl
time /ē/ team
few /ar/ far
dawn /ow/ down
goose /ē/ geese
star /ir/ stir
caught /ar/ cart
mine /oo/ moon
patch /or/ porch



77
Word Change to Response
news /oi/ noise
spin /oo/ spoon
heat /ar/ heart
woke /aw/ walk
owl /oi/ oil
farm /ir/ firm
turn /or/ torn
pull /oo/ pool
tree /ī/ try
foot /ē/ feet

78
Word Change to Response
bow /oy/ boy
mouse /oo/ moose
took /aw/ talk
threw /ō/ throw
card /or/ cord
gem /er/ germ
work (/er/) /ō/ woke
starry /or/ story
hood /ar/ hard
point /ā/ paint

79
Word Change to Response
born /ar/ barn
cat /aw/ caught
tell /oi/ toil
spell /oo/ spool
dart /ir/ dirt
woods /ē/ weeds
town /e/ ten
beads /ir/ birds
kite /ar/ cart
height /oo/ hoot

80
Word Change to Response
tight /au/ taught
shirt /or/ short
corn /oi/ coin
blue /ō/ blow
stair /or/ store
carve /ur/ curve
bait /oo/ boot
gurgle /ar/ gargle
mule /aw/ mall
luck /oo/ look


